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LEGEND  OF THE  BURMESE  BUDDHA.

Thariputra inquired of the devoted Tsanda whether the
moment had come. Having been informed that it was
nearly daylight, he requested to be set up. By his order
all the Kahans were called to his presence, and he said to
them, " For the last forty-four years you have ever been
with me; if I have offended any one of you during all that
time, I beg to be pardoned." The Eahans answered him :
"Great teacher, we have lived with you during the last
forty-four years, and have been your inseparable atten-
dants, following you everywhere, as the shadow follows
the body. We have never experienced the least dissatis-
faction with you, but we have to request your forbearance
with us and pardon for ourselves."

It was on the evening of the fall moon Tatsaongmon
(November), when Thariputra went to his mother's place,

world by slender and almost invisible
ties. This was the last and mighty
struggle of a being to disengage him-
self from the trammels of existence
and become free from all exterior
influence. Soaring above all that
exists, Thariputra's soul passed suc-
cessively through the four stages he
had so often visited, whilst engaged
in the arduous effort of investigating
truth, preparing to enter the fifth
and last one, where she was to stay
finally and perpetually, without any
further change, in a state of quies-
cence. When the sage, during his
meditations, has brought his mind
to bear upon some object, he wishes
to contemplate attentively and tho-
roughly to comprehend, he at first
gets hold of that object by his thought,
he then examines it by means of re-
flection : the knowledge he thus ac-
quires never fails to create a pleasur-
able sensation ; this pleasure or satis-
faction conveys to the soul enjoyment
and happiness ; he loves the truth he
has discovered, and he rests fixedly in
it. This is the last stage he ever can
or wish to reach. What has human

mind, indeed, to do, after having
found truth, but to cling to it, and
remain ever attached "to it ? During
the last trance, Thariputra, with his
almost immensely developed men-
tal faculties, knew comprehensively
truth, reflected on it, felt a pleasure
in considering it, enjoyed it, or rather
fed upon it, and at last adhered so
perfectly to it, that he became, as it
were, merged into it. He then had
reached the state of Neibban, where
he was for ever exempt from the in-
fluences created and put in motion
and activity by matter and passions
in every state of existence. Buddh-
ists, in Burmah, at least, owing to
their very limited and imperfect
education, are unable to give any
satisfactory or even intelligible ac-
count of the state of Neibban or per-
fection. What is here but super-
ficially stated, has been found in one
of the last Buddhistic compositions
on this and other metaphysical sub-
jects. Fuller particulars shall, here-
after, be given as to the state of Neib-
ban, when the death of one greater
than Thariputra shall be related.